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Introduction:

How do we make up minds when we participate in public events? Are we rational when take we such decisions? These questions go to heart of the general inquiry into human rationality and pose the central theme of this class: Why do people participate in collective action?  The collective actions are designed to provide public goods.   These actions vary from the mundane to the extraordinary, from going to vote knowing fully well that my vote will not have any effect on the outcome to contributing to the National Public Radio, from joining a mob in a genocide to taking part in suicide bombing.  These actions are parts of our social existence.  Yet, such questions have confounded many in the realm of social sciences.  An inquiry into such questions requires us to take a deeper look at human nature.

In this class, we would like to look into human nature from a number of different angles. Although in reality we solve our collective action problems consciously or unconsciously with little difficulty, it poses a serious problem for the theorists.  The problem stems from the fact that among the social scientists only economists make any explicit assumption about human behavior.  However, their assumption that people act to maximize their short run self-utility runs into the conceptual conundrum: why don’t they all try to free-ride when they can get something for nothing?  

This course starts out with a broad explanation of human behavior based on “rational choice” hypothesis (Shepsley and Bonchek). As we will see, rational choice theory does an excellent job in explaining many areas of human interactions with a great deal of analytical elegance.  However, Mancur Olson (1965) pointed out that its logic fails to provide us with a cogent explanation of collective action.   Over the years, many adherents of the well-established theory have (Ostrom, 1998; Lichbach, 1997) offered its spirited defense, while others have pointed out its shortcomings (Amartya Sen).

However, Schuessler has argued that collective actions should be seen as outcomes of a symbolic communication, through which individuals do not simply act in order to gain something (instrumental rationality), but through their choice, they attempt to be someone (expressive rationality).  Schuessler brings out this distinction between doing and being in his book.

We may also look at human rationality from the perspective of cognitive science. DeMasio argues that Descartes was wrong when he separated “reason” from “emotion” Similar arguments form the core of LeDoux’s work.  The work of Marcus et al. is an application of such findings in the field of political science.

Finally, we will consider Gupta’s explanation of human rationality and collective action based on an attempted synthesis between rational choice theory and social-psychology.

Required texts:

Kenneth A. Shepsley and Mark S. Bonchek (1997) Analyzing Politics: Rationality, Behavior, and Institutions.  New York: W. W. Norton

George E. Marcus, W. Russell Neuman and Michaels Mackuen (2000)  Affective Intelligence and Political Judgment.  University of Chicago Press.

Alexander A. Schuessler (2000)  A Logic of Expressive Choice.  Princeton: Princeton University Press.

Dipak K. Gupta (2001) Path to Collective Madness: A Study in Social Order and Political Pathology.  Westport, Connecticut: Praeger.

Articles:

Mark I. Lichbach (1997)  “Contentious Maps of Contentious Politics.” Mobilization. 2 (1), 87-98.

Elinor Ostrom (1998) “A Behavioral Approach to the Rational Choice Theory of Collective Action: Presidential Address.  American Political Science Association, 1997.  American Political Science Review. 1-22.

Optional Reading:
Amartya K. Sen (1977)  “Rational Fools: A Critique of the Behavioral Foundation of Economic Theory.”  Philosophy and Public Affairs. 6: 317-344.

Antonio R. Demasio (1994) Descartes’ Error: Emotion, Reason, and the Human Brain.  New York: Avon Books.  

Avinash Dixit and Barry Nalebuff (1991) Thinking Strategically: The Competitive Edge in Business, Politics, and Everyday Life.  W.W. Norton.

Joseph LeDoux (1996)  The Emotional Brain:  The Mysterious Underpinning of Emotional Life.  New York : Simon & Schuester.

Madhvi McCall (2005) “Court Decision Making in Police Brutality Cases, 1990-2000.” American Politics Research. Vol 33 (1) 56-80.  (For those studying judiciary).

Mancur Olson (1965) The Logic of Collective Action.  Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press.

Mark I Lichbach (2000) The Rebel’s Dilemma.  Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press.

Mary E. Clark (2002) In Search of Human Nature. London: Routledge.

Grading:

You are required to write a summery on each week’s required reading, not exceeding two pages.  This is part of your class participation, which is 50% of the grade.  If you miss a class for a valid reason, you must submit your paper before the next class session.  You will be expected to take part in class discussion based on the required as well other materials you may look up.  

The final paper (50%) should on your idea of human rationality.  

Calendar

September 
  1  Introduction. Shepsle and Bonchek (pp 1- 38)

      It Isn’t Rocke Science, but ….



Rationality: The Model of Choice

8 Shepsle and Bonchek (chs. 3, 4, 5, & 6).  

Getting Started with group Choice Analysis

Group Choice and Majority Rule

Spatial Models of Majority Rule

Strategic Behavior: Sophistication, Misrepresentation, and Manipulation

15  No class

22 Shepsle and Bonchek (Ch. 7, 8, 9, & 10)

Voting Methods and Electoral Systems

Cooperation

Collective Action

Public Goods, Externalities, and the Commons

29 Shepsle and Bonchek (Please read any two chapters from 11-16 and chapter 17)

Institutions


    Legislatures


    Bureacracy and Intergovermental Relations


    Leadership


    Courts and Judges


    Cabinet Government and Parliamentary Democracy


    Final Lesson

October
 6    Schuessler (Chs, 1, 2 & 3)


Expressive Choice and Mass Participation


A Jukebox Model of Participation


Theoretical Frame 1: Choice and Doeing

13 Schuessler (Chs, 4, 5, & 6)

Theoretical Frame 2: Choice and Being

Soft Drinks and Presidents: The Rise of Expensive Campaigns

Expressive Utility and Momentum

                       20   Schuessler (Chs. 7, 8 & conclusion)


        Instrumental Enhancement and Its Expressive Costs



        Expressive Momentum Strategies


        Conclusion

27 Marcus, Neuman, & Mackuen (chapters 1, 2, & 3)


       Coming to rational Choice


       Human Affect in Western Tradition

          
       Drawing from the Neurosciences

November
  3   Marcus, Neuman, & Mackuen (chapters 4 & 5)

      Dual Affective Subsystems:  Disposition and Survaillance


      Emotion and Political Behavior


10   Marcus, Neuman, & Mackuen (chapters 6 & 7)
            
Emotion and Political Judgment


      Affective Politics

17 Gupta (chapters 1, 2, &3)

The Children Did Not Cry

At the Great Divide of Identity: Individual and Collective

The Confusion of a Singular Worldview

24   Thanksgiving

December
1   Gupta (chapters 4 & 5)  


Homo Collectivus: The Social man


The Slippery Slope: From Identity to Madness

8 Gupta (chapters 6, 7, & 8)


       Madness or Not: The Ends of the Spectrum


       Where There Is A Will….  Can Anything Be Done?

        Collective Madness:  Looking into The Future


15   Final Paper due.
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